THE CONFEDERATE STATES MEDICAL DEPT.

The CURS have a group of people who depict the medical team that could have been found at a field hospital at the time of the American Civil War.

They consist of a Surgeon with the rank of Major, An Assistant Surgeon with the rank of Captain and a Hospital Steward with the rank of Sergeant.

                             Confederate Medical Department
The US and Confederate medical departments were organised on the same lines which is hardly surprising as at the beginning of the war Doctors and Surgeons that were in the US forces with loyalties to the Southern cause joined the Confederate military.

The term physician was interchangeable with surgeon at the time and surgeons were medical doctors.

The duties of the surgeons, in addition to caring for the sick in camp and on the march, were to establish a field-hospital, as soon as they could learn that the command to which they were attached was going under fire, at some convenient and, if possible, sheltered spot behind a bill or in a ravine, about one-half to one mile in rear of the line of battle, which was done under direction of a brigade or division surgeon. Here the combined medical staff of a brigade or division aided one another in the performance of such operations as were deemed necessary, as the wounded were brought from the front by the infirmary detail on stretchers or in the ambulance. Amputations, resections of bone, ligatures of arteries, removals of foreign bodies, adjusting and permanently fixing fractures, and all minor and major operations and dressings were made when deemed best for the comfort and welfare of the wounded men. As soon as possible after the permanent dressings were made at the field hospital, and even in some instances while the troops were still engaged, the wounded were carried to the railroad and transported to the more permanent hospitals in the villages, towns, and cities, some miles distant.

The duties of the assistant surgeon were to assist or relieve the surgeon in caring for the sick and wounded in camp or on the march. On the field of battle he was expected to be close up in the immediate rear of the centre of his regiment, accompanied by the infirmary detail, and to give primary attention, first aid to the wounded-this consisting in temporary control of haemorrhage by ligature, tourniquet, or bandage and compress, adjusting and temporarily fixing fractured limbs, administering water, anodynes, or stimulants, if needed, and seeing that the wounded were promptly carried to the field-hospital in the rear by the infirmary detail or ambulance.

The non-commissioned medical staff consisted of a hospital steward for each regiment or battalion, with the rank of an orderly sergeant usually a graduate or undergraduate in medicine, or one having had previous experience in handling drugs; and his duties were to have charge of the medical, surgical, and hospital supplies under direction of the regimental or battalion medical officer, caring for and dispensing the same, seeing that the directions of his superior as to diet and medicines were carried out, or reporting their neglect or failure. The regimental band constituted the infirmary detail to aid in caring for the sick in camp and to carry the wounded from the field of battle, and when so occupied were under the surgeon or assistant surgeon. When necessary, additional detail was made from the enlisted men to serve temporarily or permanently on the infirmary corps

Early in the war it became obvious that disease would be the greatest killer. Two soldiers died of disease (dysentery, diarrhoea, typhoid, and malaria) for every one killed in battle. Soldiers from small rural areas suffered from childhood diseases such as measles and mumps because they lacked immunity. Outbreaks of these diseases were caused by overcrowded and unsanitary conditions in the field.

There was also the ever present venereal diseases picked up from the ladies of easy virtue in the towns    

Second to disease as a cause of death were battlefield injuries, totalling some 200,000 casualties. The overwhelming number of wounded created problems in removing them from the battlefield. As late as 1862 there was no ambulance corps on either side. In August of that year, however, Union General George B. McClellan authorized the creation of a trained ambulance corps for the Army of the Potomac, and other armies, both Union and Confederate, soon did the same.

Risks from surgery were great. Doctors in the field hospitals had no notion of antiseptic surgery, resulting in extremely high death rates from post-operative infection. 

Amputation of a wounded arm or leg was the most common operation, due largely to the .58 calibre Minie ball ammunition used during the war. This heavy conical-shaped bullet of soft lead distorted on impact causing large, gaping wounds filled with dirt and pieces of clothing. Its heavy weight shattered any bone it contacted. Because of the severity of the wounds and the overwhelming case load the surgeon was left with one option, 

Amputation.  The most common surgery performed during the Civil War.  3 out of 4 operations were amputations the survival rate for amputations done in the first 24 hours after an injury was very good, with only 25% mortality.  When amputations were done surgeons usually elected for fast and easy amputation over trying to remove the bullet and save the limb.

 The surgeon usually had an operating table of a couple of boards between barrels.  He usually had a rag soaked with chloroform, which was liberally doused.  Today it is recognized as a dangerous procedure.  Somehow, surgeons knew enough to periodically remove the rag or sponge Therefore; few deaths resulted from chloroform poisoning. It is generally a myth that most operations were performed without anaesthesia, with only a bullet to bite.  Surgeons usually used the following procedure. 
First the surgeon could cut off the blood flow with a tourniquet. But during the war surgeons found that the tourniquet itself caused problems, so one of the assistants would press down on the artery as where it passed over a bone cutting down on the bleeding and the surgeon would then tie off the artery.    After that he would take a scalpel and slice through the outlying tissue and flesh.  Then he would use a hacksaw-like tool called a capital saw to saw through the bone.  It had replaceable blades.  After the bone and flesh was all sliced off, the surgeon would take silk sutures in the North, and cotton sutures in the South, and sew the major arteries and veins together. The limb would be dropped on a pile that got thrown out after the day.  Time was of the essence, so the soldier would be carried off of the platform and another soldier would be placed on the platform. This would take about fifteen minutes. 

Amputation saved many more lives than it killed.  It was remarkably effective considering the medical knowledge of the time. 

In the south chloroform was harder to get hold of due to a blockade by northern ships, so other forms of anaesthesia were used.

Drugs.

Drugs and medicine, Due to blockade herbal remedies were used and surgeon            general’s office issued directions for collecting and drying herbs for medicinal use

      Collecting and drying medicinal plants  

Medical Botany of the Confederate States
Table of the Indigenous Remedies for Field Service 

An important idea that came out of the war was that medical personnel were neutrals, and should not be fired on, taken prisoner, and captured like common soldiers.

Although At least 20 confederate surgeons lost their lives due to battlefield injuries they were not deliberately targeted
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Statistics on the Civil War and Medicine 

Casualties for the American Civil War: 

	Union dead:
364,511
	Union wounded:
281,881
	Total Union Loss:
646,392

	Confederate dead:
260,000
	Confederate wounded:
194,000
	Confederate Total Loss:
454,000 


Total number of Dead in the Civil War: 624,511 

The Civil War soldier's chances of not surviving the war was about one in four, in comparison to: 

4,435 died in the American Revolution 
2,260 in War of 1812 
13,283 in the Mexican War 
2,246 in the Spanish American 
116,516 in World War I 
405,399 in World War II 
33,746 in Korea 
58,152 in Vietnam 

Up until the Vietnam War, the number killed in the Civil War surpassed all other wars combined. 

110,100 Union soldiers died in battle: 67,088 KIA, 43,012 MW. 
224,580 died of disease. 
30,192 died as prisoners of war 
24,881 died of non battle causes 
1,804 members of the Navy were killed 
3,000 died of wound of accident 
2,226 were wounded. 1 Army commander, 3 corps commanders, 14 division commanders, and 67 brigade commanders, including 32 generals, were killed in the Union Army. 

Confederate KIA and MW 94,000 
Died of disease 164,000 
Died as prisoners of war 31,000 
Wounded: 194,026 
1 Army Commander, 3 Corps commanders, 7 division commanders, and 62 brigade commanders were killed in the CSA Army. 

Prisoners of War: Union, mortality rate of 15.5% 
Confederate: 12% 

Medical Statistics 

Chance of dying: about one in four 

For the Union Army: 

-1 out of approximately 65 men were killed in action 

-1 of 56 died from wounds 

-1 of 13.5 died of disease 

-1 of 10 was wounded in action 

-1 of 15 was captured or reported missing 

-1 of 7 captured died in prison 

Case Death Rate for Union and Confederates 

Disease 

"Continued Fevers"  C- 33.27%   U-22.28% 

"Malarial Fevers" C-1.15  U-0.95 

"Eruptive Diseases" C- 5.12% U-5.27% 

"Intestinal Complaints" C-1.48%  U-1.25% 

"Pulmonary Diseases" C-18.89% U-2.34% 

Ten Top Battles in Casualties 
(Based on total casualties - killed, wounded, captured, and missing) 

The Battle of Gettysburg 
July 1-3, 1863 
Location: Pennsylvania 
Confederate Commander: Robert E. Lee 
Federal Commander: George G. Meade 
Confederate Forces Engaged: 75,000 
Federal Forces Engaged: 82,289 
Winner: Federals 
Overall Casualties: 51,112 (U.S. - 23,049 / C.S. - 28,063) 

Battle of Chickamauga 
September 19-20, 1863 
Location: North Georgia 
Confederate Commander: Braxton Bragg 
Federal Commander: William S. Roscrans 
Confederate Forces Engaged: 66,326 
Federal Forces Engaged: 58,222 
Winner: Confederacy 
Overall Casualties: 34, 624 (16,170 - U.S. / 18,454 C.S.) 

Battle of Chancellorsville 
May 1-4, 1863 
Location: Virginia 
Confederate Commander: Robert E. Lee 
Federal Commander: Joseph Hooker 
Confederate Forces Engaged: 60,892 
Federal Forces Engaged: 133,868 
Winner: Confederacy 
Overall Casualties: 30,099 (U.S. - 17,278 / C.S. - 12,821) 

Battle of Spotsylvania 
May 8-19, 1864 
Location: Virginia 
Confederate Commander: Robert E. Lee 
Federal Commander: Ulysses S. Grant 
Confederate Forces Engaged: 50,000 
Federal Forces Engaged: 83,000 
Winner: Confederacy 
Overall Casualties: 27,399 (U.S. - 18,399 / C.S. - 9,000) 

Battle of Antietam (Sharpsburg) 
September 17, 1862 
Location: Maryland 
Confederate Commander: Robert E. Lee 
Federal Commander: George B. McClellan 
Confederate Forces Engaged: 51,844 
Federal Forces Engaged: 75,316 
Winner: Draw 
Overall Casualties: 26,134 (U.S. - 12,410 / C.S. - 13,724) 

The Battle of the Wilderness 
May 5-7, 1864 
Location: Virginia 
Confederate Commander: Robert E. Lee 
Federal Commander: Ulysses S. Grant 
Confederate Forces Engaged: 61,025 
Federal Forces Engaged: 101,895 
Winner: Inconclusive 
Overall Casualties: 25,416 (U.S. - 17,666 / C.S - 7,750) 

The Battle of Second Manasas (Second Bull Run) 
August 29-30, 1862 
Location: Virginia 
Confederate Commander: Robert E. Lee 
Federal Commander: John Pope 
Confederate Forces Engaged: 48,527 
Federal Forces Engaged: 75,696 
Winner: Confederacy 
Overall Casualties: 25,251 (U.S. - 16,054 / C.S. - 9,197) 

The Battle of Stone's River (Murfreesboro) 
December 31, 1862 - January 3, 1863 
Location: Tennessee 
Confederate Commander: Braxton Bragg 
Federal Commander: William S. Roscrans 
Confederate Forces Engaged: 37,739 
Federal Forces Engaged: 41,400 
Winner: Federals 
Overall Casualties: 24,645 (U.S. - 12,906 / C.S. - 11,739) 

The Battle of Shiloh 
April 6-7, 1862 
Location: Tennessee 
Confederate Commander: Albert Sidney Johnston/P.G.T. Beauregard 
Federal Commander: Ulysses S. Grant 
Confederate Forces Engaged: 40,335 
Federal Forces Engaged: 62,682 
Winner: Federals 
Overall Casualties: 23,741 (U.S. - 13,047 / C.S. - 10,694) 

The Battle of Fort Donelson 
February 13-16, 1862 
Location: Tennessee 
Confederate Commander: John B. Floyd / Simon B. Buckner 
Federal Commander: Ulysses S. Grant 
Confederate Forces Engaged: 21,000 
Federal Forces Engaged: 27,000 
Winner: Federals 
Overall Casualties: 19,455 (U.S. - 2,832 / C.S. - 16,623) 

Thanks to Jenny Goellnitz for compiling this information.
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Links

American Civil War Homepage A great resource for information on the ACW

Civil War Battlefield Medicine With links to other conflicts

Documents of the South with e-texts of original documents 

